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Clayton Dube 
 

On the Road to Power – Selected Quotations from Mao Zedong 

1. Every Communist must grasp the truth, "Political power grows out of the barrel of a gun." 
     ---"Problems of War and Strategy" (November 6, 1938), Selected Works,  Vol. II, p. 224. 

Classes and Revolution 

2. Who are our enemies? Who are our friends? This is a question of the first importance for the 
revolution. The basic reason why all previous revolutionary struggles in China achieved so little 
was their failure to unite with real friends in order to attack real enemies. A revolutionary party is 
the guide of the masses, and no revolution ever succeeds when the revolutionary party leads 
them astray. To ensure that we will definitely achieve success in our revolution and will not lead 
the masses astray, we must pay attention to uniting with our real friends in order to attack our 
real enemies. To distinguish real friends from real enemies, we must make a general analysis of 
the economic status of the various classes in Chinese society and of their respective attitudes 
towards the revolution. 
     ---"Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society" (March 1926), Selected Works,  Vol. I, p. 13. 

3. Our enemies are all those in league with imperialism - the warlords, the bureaucrats, the 
comprador class, the big Landlord class and the reactionary section of the intelligentsia attached 
to them. The leading force in our revolution is the industrial proletariat. Our closest friends are 
the entire semi-proletariat and petty bourgeoisie. As for the vacillating middle bourgeoisie, their 
right-wing may become our enemy and their left-wing may become our friend - but we must be 
constantly on our guard and not let them create confusion within our ranks. 
     ---"Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society" (March 1926), Selected Works,  Vol. I, p. 19. 
 
4. A revolution is not a dinner party, or writing an essay, or painting a picture, or doing 
embroidery; it cannot be so refined, so leisurely and gentle, so temperate, kind, courteous, 
restrained and magnanimous. A revolution is an insurrection, an act of violence by which one 
class overthrows another. 
     ---"Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan" (March 1927), Selected 
Works,  Vol. I, p. 28.* 

5. After the enemies with guns have been wiped out, there will still be enemies without guns; 
they are bound to struggle desperately against us, and we must never regard these enemies lightly. 
If we do nor now raise and understand the problem in this way, we shall commit the gravest 
mistakes. 
     ---"Report to the Second Plenary Session of the Seventh Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China" (March 5, 1949), Selected Works,  Vol. IV, p. 364. 
 
6. The imperialists and domestic reactionaries will certainly not take their defeat lying down and 
they will struggle to the last ditch. After there is peace and order throughout the country, they 
will still engage in sabotage and create disturbances in various ways and will try every day and 
every minute to stage a come-back. This is inevitable and beyond all doubt, and under no 
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circumstances must we relax our vigilance. 
     ---Opening address at the First Plenary Session of the Chinese People's Political Consultative 
Conference (September 21. 1949). 
 
War 
 
7. War  is the highest form of struggle for resolving contradictions, when they have developed to 
a certain stage, between classes, nations, states, or political groups, and it has existed ever since 
the emergence of private property and of classes. 
     ---"Problems of Strategy in China's Revolutionary War" (December 1936), Selected 
Works,  Vol. I, p. 180. 
 
8. Revolutions and revolutionary wars are inevitable in class society, and without them it is 
impossible to accomplish any leap in social development and to overthrow the reactionary ruling 
classes and therefore impossible for the people to win political power. 
     ---"On Contradiction" (August1937), Selected Works,  Vol. I, p. 344. 
 
9. Revolutionary war is an antitoxin which not only eliminates the enemy's poison but also 
purges us of our own filth. Every just, revolutionary war is endowed with tremendous power and 
can transform many things or clear the way for their transformation. The Sino-Japanese war will 
transform both China and Japan; provided China perseveres in the War of Resistance and in the 
united front, the old Japan will surely be transformed into a new Japan and the old China into a 
new China, and people and everything else in both China and Japan will be transformed during 
and after the war. 
     ---"On Protracted War" (May 1938), Selected Works, Vol. II, p. 131. 
 
10. Without armed struggle neither the proletariat, nor the people, nor the Communist Party 
would have any standing at all in China and it would be impossible for the revolution to triumph. 
In these years [the eighteen years since the founding of the Party] the development, consolidation 
and bolshevization of our Party have proceeded in the midst of revolutionary wars; without 
armed struggle the Communist Party would assuredly not be what it is today. Comrades 
throughout the Party must never forget this experience for which we have paid in blood. 
     ---"Introducing The Communist"  (October 4, 1939), Selected Works,  Vol. II, p. 292. 
 
11. The Three Main Rules of Discipline are as follows: 
(1) Obey orders in all your actions. 
(2) Do not take a single needle or a piece of thread from the masses. 
(3) Turn in everything captured. 
 
The Eight Points for Attention are as follows: 
(1) Speak politely. 
(2) Pay fairly for what you buy. 
(3) Return everything you borrow. 
(4) Pay for anything you damage. 
(5) Do not hit or swear at people. 
(6) Do not damage crops. 
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(7) Do not take liberties with women. 
(8) Do not ill-treat captives. 
     ---"On the Reissue of the Three Main Rules of Discipline and the Eight Points for Attention - 
Instruction of the General Headquarters of the Chinese People's Liberation Army" (October 10, 
1947), Selected Military Writings,  2nd ed., p. 343. 
 
Imperialists 
 
12. We the Chinese nation have the spirit to fight the enemy to the last drop of our blood, the 
determination to recover our lost territory by our own efforts, and the ability to stand on our own 
feet in the family of nations. 
     ---"On Tactics Against Japanese Imperialism" (December 27, 1935), Selected Works,  Vol. I, 
p. 170. 
 
13. All reactionaries are paper tigers. In appearance, the reactionaries are terrifying, but in reality 
they are not so powerful. From a long-term point of view, it is not the reactionaries but the 
people who are really powerful. 
     ---"Talk with the American Correspondent Anna Louise Strong" (August 1946), Selected 
Works,  Vol. IV, p. 100. 
 
14. The imperialists and their running dogs, the Chinese reactionaries, will not resign themselves 
to defeat in this land of China. They will continue to gang up against the Chinese people in every 
possible way. For example, they will smuggle their agents into China to sow dissension and 
make trouble. That is certain; they will never neglect these activities. To take another example, 
the imperialists will incite the Chinese reactionaries, and even throw in their own forces, to 
blockade China's ports. They will do this as long as it is possible. Furthermore, if they still 
hanker after adventures, they will send some of their troops to invade and harass China's 
frontiers; this, too, is not impossible. All this we must take fully into account. 
     ---"Address to the Preparatory Committee of the New Political Consultative Conference" 
(June 15, 1949), Selected Works,  Vol. IV, p. 407. 
 
Communist Party 

15. We must affirm anew the discipline of the Party, namely: 
(1) the individual is subordinate to the organization; 
(2) the minority is subordinate to the majority; 
(3) the lower level is subordinate to the higher level; and 
(4) the entire membership is subordinate to the Central Committee. 
Whoever violates these articles of discipline disrupts Party unity. 
     ---"The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War" (October 1938), Selected 
Works,  Vol. II, pp. 203-04. 
 
16. No political party can possibly lead a great revolutionary movement to victory unless it 
possesses revolutionary theory and a knowledge of history and has a profound grasp of the 
practical movement. 
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     ---"The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War" (October 1938), Selected 
Works,  Vol. II, p. 208. 

17. Without the efforts of the Chinese Communist Party, without the Chinese Communists as the 
mainstay of the Chinese people, China can never achieve independence and liberation, or 
industrialization and the modernization of her agriculture. 
     ---"On Coalition Government" (April 24, 1945), Selected Works,  Vol. III, p. 318.* 

18. If there is to be revolution, there must be a revolutionary party. Without a revolutionary party, 
without a party built on the Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist 
revolutionary style, it is impossible to lead the working class and the broad masses of the people 
in defeating imperialism and its running dogs. 
     ---"Revolutionary Forces of the World Unite, Fight Against Imperialist Aggression!" 
(November 1948), Selected Works,  Vol. IV, p. 284.* 

19. A well-disciplined Party armed with the theory of Marxism-Leninism, using the method of 
self-criticism and linked with the masses of the people; an army under the leadership of such a 
Party; a united front of all revolutionary classes and all revolutionary groups under the leadership 
of such a Party - these are the three main weapons with which we have defeated the enemy. 
     ---"On the People's Democratic Dictatorship" (June 30, 1949), Selected Works,  Vol. IV, p. 
422. 

Society 
 
20. A man in China is usually subjected to the domination of three systems of authority [political 
authority, clan authority and religious authority].... As for women, in addition to being 
dominated by these three systems of authority, they are also dominated by the men (the authority 
of the husband). These four authorities - political, clan, religious and masculine - are the 
embodiment of the whole feudal-patriarchal ideology and system, and are the four thick ropes 
binding the Chinese people, particularly the peasants. How the peasants have overthrown the 
political authority of the landlords in the countryside has been described above. The political 
authority of the landlords is the backbone of all the other systems of authority. With that 
overturned, the clan authority, the religious authority and the authority of the husband all begin 
to totter.... As to the authority of the husband, this has always been weaker among the poor 
peasants because, out of economic necessity, their womenfolk have to do more manual labour 
than the women of the richer classes and therefore have more say and greater power of decision 
in family matters. With the increasing bankruptcy of the rural economy in recent years, the basis 
for men's domination over women has already been undermined. With the rise of the peasant 
movement, the women in many places have now begun to organize rural women's associations; 
the opportunity has come for them to lift up their heads, and the authority of the husband is 
getting shakier every day. In a word, the whole feudal-patriarchal ideology and system is 
tottering with the growth of the peasants' power. 
     ---"Report on an Investigation of the Peasant Movement in Hunan" (March 1927), Selected 
Works,  Vol. I, pp. 44-46. 
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21. How should we judge whether a youth is a revolutionary? How can we tell? There can only 
be one criterion, namely, whether or not he is willing to integrate himself with the broad masses 
of workers and peasants and does so in practice. If he is willing to do so and actually does so, he 
is a revolutionary; otherwise he is a nonrevolutionary or a counter-revolutionary. If today he 
integrates himself with the masses of workers and peasants, then today he is a revolutionary; if 
tomorrow he ceases to do so or turns round to oppress the common people, then he becomes a 
nonrevolutionary or a counter-revolutionary. 
     ---"The Orientation of the Youth Movement" (May 4, 1939), Selected Works,  Vol. II, p. 246. 
 
22. To criticize the people's shortcomings is necessary, . . . but in doing so we must truly take the 
stand of the people and speak out of whole-hearted eagerness to protect and educate them. To 
treat comrades like enemies is to go over to the stand of the enemy. 
     ---"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III, p. 
92. 

Learning 

23. Reading is learning, but applying is also learning and the more important kind of learning at 
that. Our chief method is to learn warfare through warfare. A person who has had no opportunity 
to go to school can also learn warfare - he can learn through fighting in war. A revolutionary war 
is a mass undertaking; it is often not a matter of first learning and then doing, but of doing and 
then learning, for doing is itself learning. 
     ---"Problems of Strategy in China's Revolutionary War" (December 1936), Selected Works,  
Vol. I, pp. 189-90. 

24. Complacency is the enemy of study. We cannot really learn anything until we rid ourselves 
of complacency. Our attitude towards ourselves should be "to be insatiable in learning" and 
towards others "to be tireless in teaching". 
     ---"The Role of the Chinese Communist Party in the National War" (October 1938), Selected 
Works,  Vol. II, p. 210. 

Culture and Art 
 
25. In the world today all culture, all literature and art belong to definite classes and are geared to 
definite political lines. There is in fact no such thing as art for art's sake, art that stands above 
classes, art that is detached from or independent of politics. Proletarian literature and art are part 
of the whole proletarian revolutionary cause; they are, as Lenin said, cogs and wheels in the 
whole revolutionary machine. 
     --- "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III, p. 
86.* 

26. Revolutionary culture is a powerful revolutionary weapon for the broad masses of the people. 
It prepares the ground ideologically before the revolution comes and is an important, indeed 
essential, fighting front in the general revolutionary front during the revolution. 
     --- "On New Democracy" (January 1940), Selected Works,  Vol. II, p. 382. 
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All our literature and art are for the masses of the people, and in the first place for the workers, 
peasants and soldiers; they are created for the workers, peasants and soldiers and are for their use. 
     ---"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III, p. 
84.* 

27. Our literary and art workers must accomplish this task and shift their stand; they must 
gradually move their feet over to the side of the workers, peasants and soldiers, to the side of the 
proletariat, through the process of going into their very midst and into the thick of practical 
struggles and through the process of studying Marxism and society. Only in this way can we 
have a literature and art that are truly for the workers, peasants and soldiers, a truly proletarian 
literature and art. 
    ---"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III,  p. 
78. 

28. [Our purpose is] to ensure that literature and art fit well into the whole revolutionary machine 
as a component part, that they operate as powerful weapons for uniting and educating the people 
and for attacking and destroying the enemy, and that they help the people fight the enemy with 
one heart and one mind. 
     ------"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III, 
p. 70. 

29. In literary and art criticism there are two criteria, the political and the artistic.... 

There is the political criterion and there is the artistic criterion; what is the relationship between 
the two? Politics cannot be equated with art, nor can a general world outlook be equated with a 
method of artistic creation and criticism. We deny not onlv that there is an abstract and 
absolutely unchangeable political criterion, but also that there is an abstract and absolutely 
unchangeable artistic criterion; each class in every class society has its own political and artistic 
criteria. But all classes in all class societies invariably put the political criterion first and the 
artistic criterion second.... What we demand is the unity of politics and art, the unity of content 
and form, the unity of revolutionary political content and the highest possible perfection of 
artistic form. Works of art which lack artistic quality have no force, however progressive they 
are politically. Therefore, we oppose both works of art with a wrong political viewpoint and the 
tendency towards the "poster and slogan style" which is correct in political viewpoint but lacking 
in artistic power. On questions of literature and art we must carry on a struggle on two fronts. 
     ------"Talks at the Yenan Forum on Literature and Art" (May 1942), Selected Works,  Vol. III, 
p. 88-90. 

30. An army without culture is a dull-witted army, and a dull-witted army cannot defeat the 
enemy. 
     ---"The United Front in Cultural Work" (October 30, 1944), Selected Works,  Vol. III, p. 235. 
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