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D
urin

g m
y recent vi

sit to H
unan I m

ade a first
今hand

inv
心

tiga­
tion of conditions in the five counties of H

siangtan, H
sianghsiang, 

H
eng shan, t

iling, and C
hang sha. In the thirty-tw

o days from
 

January
 4 to F

ebru
ary 5, I called together fact-finding confer­

ences in vill
ages and county tow

ns w
hich w

ere attended by ex­
peri

enced peasants and by com
rades w

orki
ng in the p easant 

m
ovem

ent, and I listened attentively to th
eir reports

 and col­
lcctcd a great deal of m

aterial. M
any of the how

s and w
hys of 

thc pe
芯

ant
m

ovem
ent w

ere 
the exact opposite 

of w
hat 

the 
gentr

y in H
ankow

 and C
hangsha are saying . I saw

 and heard 
of m

any strang e thing s of w
hich I had hithert

o been unaw
are. 

I be lieve the sam
e is tru

e of m
any other p laces, too. A

ll talk 
directed ag ainst the peasant m

ovem
ent m

ust be sp eedily set 
right. All

 the w
rong m

easures taken by th
e revolutionary au­

thori
ties concerning the p easant 

m
ovem

ent m
ust be sp eedily 

chang ed. O
nly thus can the future of the revolution be benefited. 

F
or the present up surg e of the peasant m

ovem
ent is a colossal 

event. In a very
 short tim

e, in C
hina's C

entral, Southern, and 
N

orth
ern

 p rovinces, several hundred m
illion p easants

 w
ill rise 

like a m
ighty storm

, like a hurri
cane, a force so sw

ift and violent 
th

at no p ow
er, how

ever g reat, w
ill be able to hold it back. Th

ey 
w

ill
 sm

as
h all the tram

m
els that bind them

 and rush forw
ard 

血
ng

the road to liberation. T
hey w

ill
 sw

eep all the im
p erialis

ts
, 

w
ar

lords, corru
p t offi

cial
s, loc

al ty ra
nts

, and evi
l g entry into 

their gra
ves. E

very
 revolutionary p arty and every

 revolutionary
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com
rade w

ill be put to the test, to be accepted o
r rejected as 

they decide. T
here arc three alternatives. T

o
 m

arch at their 
head and lead them

? T
o

 trail behind them
, gesticulating and 

criticizing? O
r to stand in their w

ay and oppose them
? E

very 
C

hinese is free to choose, but events w
ill force you to m

ake the 
choice quickly. 

G
E

T
 

O
R

G
A

N
IZ

E
D

! 

T
he developm

ent of the peasant m
ovem

ent in H
unan m

ay be 
divided roughly into tw

o periods w
ith respect to the counties in 

the province's central and southern parts w
here the m

ovem
ent 

has already m
ade m

uch headw
ay. T

he first, 
from

 January to 
S

eptem
ber o

f last year, w
as one of organization. Jn this period, 

January to June w
as a tim

e of underground activity, and July 
to S

eptem
ber, 

w
hen 

the revolutionary arm
y w

as driving out 
C

hao H
eng-ti, 

one of open activity. 
D

uring this 
period, 

the 
m

em
bership of the peasant associations did not exceed 300,000 

to 400,000, the m
asses directly under their leadership num

bered 
little m

ore than a m
illion, there w

as as yet hardly any struggle 
in the rural areas, and consequently there w

as very lillle criti­
cism

 o
f the associations 

in 
other circles. 

Since 
its 

m
em

bers 
served as guides, scouts, and carriers of the N

orthern E
xpedi­

tionary A
rm

y, even som
e of the officers had a good w

ord to 
say for the peasant associations. T

he second period, from
 last 

O
ctober to January of this year, w

as one o
f revolutionary ac­

tion. T
he m

em
bership of the associations jum

ped to tw
o m

illion 
and the m

asses directly under their leadership increased to ten 
m

illion. Since the peasants generally enter only one nam
e for 

the w
hole fam

ily on joining a peasant association, a m
em

ber­
ship o

f 
tw

o 
m

illion 
m

eans 
a 

m
ass 

follow
ing 

o
f 

about 
ten 

m
illion. A

lm
ost half the peasants in H

unan are now
 organized. 

In
 counties like H

siangtan, H
sianghsiang, L

iuyang, C
hangsha, 

L
iling, N

inghsillng, Pingkiang, H
siangyin, H

engshan, H
engvang, 

L
ciyang, C

henhsien, and A
nhua, nearly all the peasants have 

com
bined in the peasant associations o

r have com
e under their 

leadership. It w
as on the strength o( their extensive organization 

-.9 R
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117 

that 
the 

peasanls 
w

ent 
into nction 

and 
w

ithin 
four 

m
onths 

brought about a great revolution in the countryside, a rcvolu-
1ion w

ithout parallel in history. 
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T
he m

ain targets of allack by the peasants arc the local tyrants, 
the evil gentry and the law

less landlords, but in passing they 
also hit out against patriarchal ideas and institutions, 

against 
the corrupt officials in the cities and against bad practices and 
custom

s in the rural areas. In force and m
om

entum
 the attack 

is tem
pestuous; those w

ho bow
 before it survive and those w

ho 
resist perish. A

s a result, the privileges w
hich the feudal land­

lords enjoyed for 
thousands o

f years 
arc 

being 
shattered 

to 
pieces. E

very b
it of the dignity and 

prestige built u
p

 by the 
landlords is being sw

ept into the dust. W
ith the collapse of the 

pow
er of the landlords, the peasant associations have now

 be­
com

e the sole organs of authority and the popular slogan "A
ll 

pow
er to the peasant associations" has becom

e a reality. E
ven 

trif1es such as a quarrel betw
een husband and w

ife arc brought 
to the peasant association. N

othing can be settled unless som
e­

one from
 the peasant association 

is 
present. T

he association 
actually dictates all rural affairs, and, quite literally, "w

hatever 
it says, goes." T

hose w
ho arc outside the associations can only 

speak w
ell of them

 and cannot say anything against them
. T

he 
local tyrants, evil gentry, and law

less landlords have been de­
prived of all right to speak, and none of them

 dares even m
utter 

dissent. 
In

 the face 
of 

the 
peasant associations' 

pow
er and 

pressure, 
the 

top local 
tyrants and evil gentry 

ha\'e 
fled 

to 
Shanghai, those o

f the second rank to
 H

ankow
, those of the 

third to C
hangsha, and those of the fourth to

 the county tow
ns, 

w
hile 

the fifth 
rank and the still lesser fry surrender 

to the 
peasant associations in the villages. 

"H
ere's ten yuan. P

lease let m
e join the peasant associ­

ation," one o
f the sm

aller of the evil gentry w
ill say. 

"U
gh! W

ho w
ants your filthy m

oney?" the peasants reply. 
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M
any m

iddle and sm
all Jandlords and rich peasants and 

even som
e m

iddle peasants, w
ho w

ere all forme~ly oppo~e~ to 
the peasant associations, 

arc 
now

 
vainly 

seeking 
adm

1ss1on. 
V

isiting various places, I often cam
e across such ~eople wh_o 

pleaded w
ith m

e, "M
r. C

om
m

itteem
an from

 the provm
cm

l capi-
tal, please be m

y sponsor!" 
. 

In the C
h'ing D

ynasty, the household censu.s compile~. by 
the local authorities consisted o

f a 
regular 

register 
and 

the 
other" register, the form

er for honest people and the latter for 
burglars, bandits, and sim

ilar undesirables. In som
e places the 

peasants now
 

use 
this 

m
ethod 

to
 scare 

th~se 
w

ho 
formcr~y 

opposed the associations. T
hey say, "P

u
t their nam

es dow
n m

 
the other register!" 

. 
A

fraid o
r being entered in the other register, such peopl.c 

try various devices to gain adm
ission inlo the peasant associ­

ations, o
n

 w
hich their m

inds are so set that they do not feel 
safe until their nam

es arc entered. B
ut m

ore ortcn than not lhcy 
are turned dow

n H
at, and so they are alw

ays on tenterhoo~s; 
w

ith the doors o
f the association barred to them

, they are hke 
tram

ps w
ithout a hom

e or, in rural parlance, "m
ere trash." In

 
short 

w
hat w

as looked dow
n upon four m

onths ago as a "gang 
of p~asants" 

has 
now

 becom
e a 

m
ost 

honorable 
institution. 

T
hose w

ho form
erly prostraled them

selves before the pow
er of 

the gentry now
 bow

 before the pow
er of the pea~ants. N

o m
at­

ter w
hat their identity, all adm

it that the w
orld sm

ce last O
cto­

ber is a different one. 

"IT
'S

 T
E

R
R

IB
L

E
!" O

R
 

"IT
'S

 
F

IN
E

!" 

T
u

e peasants' revolt disturbed the gentry's s"'.e.et d~eams. W
~
e
n
 

the new
s from

 the countryside reached the c1t1es, it caus.ed 1~­
m

cdiate uproar am
ong 

the gentry. 
S

oon 
after m

y am
v

al 
ID

 

C
hangsha, I m

et all sorts of people and picked u
p

 n good deal 
of gossip. F

ro
m

 the m
iddle social strata .upw

ards to the K
u?­

m
intang right-w

ingers, there w
as not a sm

gle person w
h? did 

not sum
 u

p
 the w

hole business in the phrase, "It's tem
ble!" 

U
nder the im

pact of the view
s of the "It's terrible!" school then 

.. :_; 
R

evolution arid R
egcrieration 

129 

nooding the city, even quite revolutionary-m
inded people be­

cam
e dow

nhearted as they pictured the events in the country­
side in their m

ind's eye; and they w
ere unable to deny the w

ord 
"terrible." E

ven quite progressive people said, "T
hough lcrrible, 

it is inevitable 
in 

a 
revolution." 

In 
short, 

nobody could al­
together deny the w

ord "terrible." B
ut as 

already m
entioned, 

the fact is that the great peasant m
asses have risen to fulfil their 

historic m
ission and that the forces 

of rural dem
ocracy have 

risen to overthrow
 the forces of rural feudalism

. T
he palriarchal­

fcudal class of local tyrants, evil gentry and law
less landlords 

has form
ed 

lhe basis of autocratic governm
ent for 

thousands 
of years and is the cornerstone o

f im
perialism

, w
arlordism

, and 
corrupt officialdom

. T
o

 overthrow
 

these 
feudal 

forces 
is 

the 
real objective of the national revolution. In

 a few
 m

onths the 
peasants have accom

plished w
hat D

r. S
un Y

at-scn w
anted, but 

failed, to accom
plish in the forty years he devoted to the na­

tional revolution. T
his is a m

arvelous feat never before achieved, 
not just in forty, but in thousands of years. It's fine. It is not 
"terrible" at all. It is anything but "terrible." "It's terrible!" is 
obviously a theory for com

bating the rise of the peasants in the 
interests of the landlords; it is obviously a theory o

f the land­
lord class for preserving the old order o

f feudalism
 

an
d

 ob­
structing the establishm

ent of the new
 order of dem

ocracy, it is 
obviously a counter-revolutionary theory. N

o revolutionary com
­

rade should echo this nonsense. If your revolutionary vic\vpoint 
is firm

ly established and if you have been to the villages and 
looked around, you w

ill undoubtedly feel thrilled as never be­
fore. C

ountless thousands of the en
slav

ed
-th

e p
easan

ts-are 
striking dow

n the enem
ies w

ho battened on their flesh. 
W

hat 
the peasants are doing is absolutely right; w

hat they arc doing is 
fine! 

"It's fine!" is the theory of the peasants and o
f all other 

revolutionaries. E
very revolutionary com

rade should know
 that 

the national revolution requires a great change in the country­
side. T

h
e R

evolution of 1911 did not bring about this change, 
hence its failure, T

his change is now
 taking place, and it is an 

im
portant factor for the com

pletion o
f the revolution. E

very 
revolutionary com

rade m
ust support it, o

r he w
ill be taking the 

stand of counter-revolution. 
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the peasants are doing is absolutely right; w

hat they arc doing is 
fine! 

"It's fine!" is the theory of the peasants and o
f all other 

revolutionaries. E
very revolutionary com

rade should know
 that 

the national revolution requires a great change in the country­
side. T

h
e R

evolution of 1911 did not bring about this change, 
hence its failure, T

his change is now
 taking place, and it is an 

im
portant factor for the com

pletion o
f the revolution. E

very 
revolutionary com

rade m
ust support it, o

r he w
ill be taking the 

stand of counter-revolution. 
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T
hen.th.ere is another section o

r people w
ho say, "Y

es, peasant 
ass~1.allons ar~ .necessary, but they arc going rather too far." 
T

his is the opm
1on o

f the m
iddle-of-thc-roaders. 

B
ut w

hat is 
!he actual situation? T

rue, the pe?sants arc in a sense "unruly'' 
m

 the countryside. S
uprem

e in authority, the peasant association 
allow

s the landlord no say and sw
eeps aw

ay his prestige. T
his 

a!1'1ounls to striking the landlord dow
n to

 the dust and keeping 
hu~ the1 ~~· T

he pe:isants threaten, "W
e w

ill put you in the other 
register. 

Th~y 
~nc 

the 
local 

tyrants 
and 

evil 
gentry, 

they 
dem

and contributions from
 

lhcm
, and they sm

ash their sedan 
chairs. People sw

arm
 into the houses o

f local tyrants and evil 
gentry w

ho are :igainst the peasant association, slaughter their 
pigs, and consum

e their grain. T
hey even loll for a m

inute or 
tw

o on the ivory-inlaid beds belonging to the young ladies in 
the households 

of the loc:il 
tyrants 

and 
evil 

gentry. 
A

t the 
slightest provocation they m

ake arrests, crow
n the arrested w

ith 
~~II paJ>:r hats, and parade them

 through the villages, saying, 
Y

ou dirty lan~lords, 
no}v .you 

know
 

w
ho 

w
e 

are!" 
D

oing 
w

halcvcr they h~e and turnm~ everything upside dow
n, they 

have created a kind o
f terror m

 the countryside. T
his is w

hat 
som

e people call 
"going too far," 

o
r "exceeding the 

proper 
lim

its 
in righting a w

rong," o
r "really too m

uch." S
uch talk 

m
ay seem

 plausible, but in fact it is w
rong. F

irst, the local ty­
rants, evil gentry and law

less landlords have them
selves driven 

the pe~sants to this. F
o

r ages they have used their pow
er to 

tyrannize over the peasants and tram
ple them

 underfoot· that 
is w

hy the peasants have reacted so strongly. T
he m

ost violent 
~evolts and the m

ost serious disorders have invariably occurred 
m

 places w
here the local tyrants, evil gentry, and law

less land­
lords perpetrated the w

orst outrages. T
he peasants are clear­

sightcd. W
ho is bad and w

ho is not, w
ho is the w

orst and w
ho 

is not quite so vicious, w
ho deserves severe punishm

ent and 
w

ho deserves to be let off lig
h

tly
-th

e peasants keep clear ac­
counts, 

and 
very 

seldom
 

has 
the 

punishm
ent 

exceeded 
the 

crim
e. Secondly, a revolution is not a dinner party, o

r w
riting 

,.9 R
e

vo
lu

tio
n
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n

d
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egeneration 
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an essay, o
r painting a piclure, o

r doing em
broidery; it cannot 

be so relined, so leisurely and gentle, so tem
perate, kind, cour­

teous, restrained, and m
agnanim

ous. A
 revolution is an insur­

rection, an act of violence by w
hich one class overthrow

s an­
other. A

 rural revolution is a revolution by w
hich the peasantry 

overthrow
s 

the 
pow

er of the 
feudal 

landlord 
class. 

W
ithout 

using 
the greatest force, 

the 
peasants 

cannot 
possibly 

over­
throw

 
the 

deep-rooted authority o
f the 

landlords 
w

hich 
has 

lasted for thousands of years. T
he rural areas need a 

m
ighty 

revolutionary upsurge, for it alone can rouse the people in their 
m

illions to becom
e a pow

erful force. A
ll the actions m

entioned 
here w

hich have been labeled as "going too for'' flow
 from

 the 
pow

er of the 
peasants, 

w
hich 

has 
been 

called 
forth 

by 
the 

m
ighty revolutionary upsurge in the countryside. It w

as highly 
necessary for such things to be done in the second period of the 
peasant m

ovem
ent, the period of revolutionary action. Jn this 

period it w
as necessary to establish the absolute authority of 

the peasants. It w
as necessary to forbid m

alicious criticism
 of 

the 
peasant associations. 

It 
w

as 
necessary 

to overthrow
 

the 
w

hole authority of the gentry, to strike them
 to the ground and 

keep them
 there. T

here is revolutionary significance in all the 
actions w

hich w
ere labeled as "going too far" in this period. 

T
o

 put it bluntly, it is necessary to create terror for a w
hile in 

every rural area; otherw
ise it w

ould be im
possible to suppress 

the activities of the counter-revolutionaries in the countryside 
o

r overthrow
 the authority o

f the gentry. P
roper lim

its have to 
b

e exceeded in order to right a w
rong, or else the w

rong can­
n

o
t b

e righted. T
hose w

ho talk about the peasants "going too 
far" seem

 at first sight to be different from
 those w

ho say "It's 
terrible!" as m

entioned earlier, but in essence they proceed from
 

the sam
e standpoint and likew

ise voice a landlord theory that 
upholds the interests of the privileged classes. Since this theory 
im

pedes the rise or the peasant m
ovem

ent and so
 disrupts the 

revolution, w
e m

ust firm
ly oppose it. 
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1
b

e right w
ing of the K

uom
intang says, "T

he peasant m
ove­

m
ent is a m

ovem
ent of the riffraff, of the lazy peasants." T

his 
view

 is current in C
hangsha. W

hen I w
as in the countryside, 

I beard the gentry say, "It is all right to
 set up peasant associ­

ations, b
u

t the people now
 running them

 are no good. T
hey 

ought to be replaced!" T
his opinion com

es to the sam
e thing 

as w
hat the right-w

ingers arc saying; according to
 both it is all 

right to have a peasant m
ovem

ent 
(the m

o\•em
cnt is already 

in being and no one dare say otherw
ise). but they say that 

the people running it arc n
o

 good and they particularly hate 
those in charge of the associations at the low

er levels, calling 
them

 "riffraff." In
 short, all those w

hom
 the gentry had despised, 

those w
hom

 they had trodden into the dirt, 
people 

w
ith no 

place in society, people w
ith no right to speak, have now

 au­
daciously lifted up their heads. T

hey have not only lifted up 
their heads but taken pow

er into their hands. T
hey are now

 
running the tow

nship peasant associations (at the low
est level), 

w
hich they have turned into som

ething fierce and form
idable. 

T
hey have raised their rough

1 w
ork-soiled hands and laid them

 
o

n
 the gentry. T

hey tether the evil gentry w
ith ropes, crow

n 
them

 w
ith tall paper hats an

d
 parade them

 through the villages. 
(In

 
H

sinngtan 
and 

H
sianghsiang 

they 
call 

this 
"parading 

through the tow
nship" 

and in 
L

iling 
"parading through 

the 
fields.") 

N
ot a day passes but they drum

 som
e harsh, pitiless 

w
ords of denunciation into these gentry's cars. T

hey arc issuing 
orders and arc running everything. T

hose w
ho used to rank 

low
est now

 rank above everybody else; and so this is called 
"tam

ing things upside dow
n." 
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f 

a R
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ithout R
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, like aJl history, abounds w
ith ifs. It is fre­

quently claim
ed that if C

hina had not been assaulted by the 
Japanese and the C

om
m

unists, the K
uom

intang w
ould have been 

able to carry out a sw
eeping reform

 program
 and w

ould have 
w

on the everlasting love of the C
hinese people. 

U
nfortunately for the K

uom
in

tang, Japan did attack C
hina 

and the C
om

m
unists rem

ained a sm
all but threatening force in 

the country. It is undeniable that this double m
enace sapped 

m
uch of the K

uom
intang's strength and helped throw

 the country 
into serious confusion. B

ut the K
uom

intang's inability to handle 
this situation during the 1930s had internal as w

ell as external 
causes, and the causes of its dow

nfall w
ere w

ithin its ow
n ranks 

as w
ell as w

ithout. T
he w

ar and the exterm
ination cam

paigns 
during the 1930s tended to m

agn
ify all the inadequacies a.nd 

shortcom
ings of C

hiang's regim
e, so

 that in the end the K
uom

in­
tang w

as defeated not so m
uch b

y
 the Japanese or the C

om
­

m
unists as b

y
 itself. 

It w
as only natural that C

hiang K
ai-shek, as a m

ilitary m
an, 

saw
 solutions to C

hina's problem
s in m

ilitary rather than social 
and political term

s. H
e saw

 the unification of C
hina as a m

ilitary 
task

, and never stopped to ask w
hat w

ould hold C
hina together 

after his arm
ies had done their job. A

fter the death of S
un Y

at­
scn (him

self no im
pressive ideologue) the K

uom
intang becam

e 
an ideological vacuum

; in spite of several abortive efforts, C
hiang 

never succeeded in endow
ing it w

ith a dynam
ic and persuasive 

ideology. H
e ruled C

hina w
ith his arm

ies, n
o

t w
ith ideas: 

as 
w

e 
sec 

in 
the follow

ing selection, 
his 

m
eans for ha1ting the 
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